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and ordered that he should be kept in solitary confinement in one
of the ghusalkhanas* of the fort. Alcoholic drinks and opium were
not permitted to be served to him. Salim was in agony. On the
second day, he raved like a madman and begged for a cup of his
favourite wine. The Emperor relented, and deputed one of his
personal physicians to examine the Prince and prescribe such
quantities of alcohol as he considered necessary for his health. The
taming of the temperamental Salim bristled with complications,
especially when Mariam Zamani and Sultan Salima Begum took
into their scheming heads to leave no design unused to win freedom
for their Baba. The pressure from the senior ladies became too
compelling to be resisted for long. Akbar gave in and allowed
Salim to shift to his own palace. The rebellion, to all outward
appearances, thus came to an end. What became of Salim's vast
army is not known. Perhaps the men were disarmed and asked to
repair to their homes quietly. The elephants and horses found berths
in the royal stables. Jt looked as if Salim had bowed to the inevi- *
table and resigned himself to an indefinite wait for the throne.
In the beginning of 1605, a Brahmin astrologer Parmanand told
Akbar that the planets were moving to a position which presaged
a crisis, and that when in the reign of Emperor Harsha a similar
positioning of the planets was noticeable a grand yagya was per-
formed to avert danger. Akbar was too preoccupied at the mo-
ment with quelling Salim's rebellion to think seriously of perform-
ing the complicated ritual of a yagya, but the forecast continued to
disturb his peace of mind. When Salim settled down to the normal
life of a royal prince at court, Akbar tended to believe that the
crisis had passed and that there was no reason for him any more
to spend sleepless nights over the Brahmin's words.
Then came the news of Daniyal's illness in the south. Excessive
drinking had led the 33-year old Prince to the brink of complete
physical ruin. According to Muhib Ali, Daniyal "put his foot
upon his soul and washed his hands of life, and drank copiously
against the advice of his well-wishers." Gradually, his brain was
affected, and he suffered from acute pains in the stomach. For
*The literal translation of ghusalkhcma is a bathroom. In actuality; a
Mughal ghusalkhana was a multi-room complex equipped with amenities
necessary for royal relaxation and pleasure. In later years, some public
arooms also came to be known as ghusalkhana.